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I k a r  Ms Dorich 

I FCC - MAILROOM 

1 would like i o  exprcss my support Tor thc petition for reconsideration filed by the Association of 
I'uhlic-Safely Cominunicatioiis Officialh (AI'CO), thc International Association o f  Fire Chick 
a i d  olhcr public \afely organirations in the above-rdcrenced proceeding regarding mandalory 
inigralioii IO narronband opcrations on land mobilc radio syslems in thc VHF High Rand ( I  50- 
170 M H ~ ) a i i d  c:lIF(421-512 MIl/-)fi-equencies 

I'hc cumenl deadline ofJanuary 13. 2004, l h r  the FCC to accept applications to modify exisling 
25 k H z  systems i"II prevciit public safety licensces from adding critical capacity and coverage 
Cor exisling syslcins Such modifications should be pemi t tcd until January I ,  2013, to coincide 
w t h  a final complete migration deadline In [he State of lllinois there i s  a critical need to 
increasc capacity and cnhance Lhc coveiage of our wide band mutual aid and f i re LTound 
opci-ational channels throughout the Stete 

I lic Lurrent ru le  proh hi hits a n y  nem syslcin applicd for after January 13, 2004, from operaling wirh 
2 5  kH7 equipiiienl There nccds to bc an  exccption to that rule to accommodate new system5 that 
i n u h t  mainlain interoperahilily with exisling 25 kliz-only syslcms Therc i s  a s ign i f i~an t  portion 
of ihe  Stare that is working to improve our interoperability for mutual aid operations l 'hc current 
r u k \  will significantly hinder our efforts to provide interopcrability for a major portion of Ihc 
S t a k  

Tht.  ciirrcnl r i l le will makc 1 1  inipo\\ible lor inany stalc and local governments to add capacity or 
i-cplace brtikeii a n d  worn-out radio5 aftel- ZOOX, when 25 k H z  capable radio wil l  110 longer be 
allowed Lo hc iiiaiitiCactured or imported That date should be exlcnded to January 1 ,  2013, to 
coincide with a final complcte migration deadline 

rDVA and other multi-bandwidth mode equipment can provide important efficiencies for certain 
type\ of public safety radio syskms Mobile data systems also provide critical functionality to 
inodcm public saiety coinmunicatinns operations, but generally require wideband (25 Wz) 
chdnnels and are consistenl with maximum spcctral efficiency The FCC should continue io allow 
\uch  operatiom. SO long as efficiency guidclines are met 

Hrad Campbell. Fire Chief 


